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A PERSONAL TAX

The Law of 1877 to Be Strictly
Enforced.

COMMISSIONERS’ ORDER MADE

Publication to Be Given by the

Assessor.
T H E SCHEDTULE
— .-

The IMatrict Commissionera ordered today
that Immediate steps be taken for the en-
forcement of what is known as “the per-
sonal tax law’ in the District of Tolumbia.
The law was passed in 1877, but has never
been enforeed, for a long time now having
been regarded as a dead letter. Mr. H. H.
Irarneille, the District assessor. recently
called the Commissioners' attention to the

law, and expressed the opinion that it was
impracticable of enforcement. The matter
waa referred to Mr. A. B. Duvall, the at-
torney for the bDistriet, whe rendered an
opinton that the law was maintainable. .
Commissioner Ross, who has supervision
f the offices of the assessor and the eol-

lector of taxes, took the initiative in pre- |
paring for the enforcement of the law. It
i3 stated that a test case will probably be
made. and opinions differ as to whether the
courts will hold the law valid or not. The |
order adopted by the Commissioners upon
motlon of Mr. Ross is as follows:

The Commissioners’ Order.

“Ordered: That in view of the opinion of
the attorney for the District of Columbia, |
dated May 20, 1901, that the personal tax
law of said District {= maintainable and its
provisiyna enforceable, the assessgr and
the collector of taxes of said District are
hereby directed to take the necessary pro-
ceedings to carry said law into effect.”

In indorsing Mr. Ross’ metion Commis-
sioper Macfarland wrote:

“l1 approve this recommendation solely
for the purpose of having a test case made,
that ths wvalidity of the law may be
passed upon by the courts”™

The Engineer Commissioner, Capt. Beach,
in his Indorsement on the motion, says:

“Individually I am opposed to a personal
tax law, especially in the District of Co-
lumbla, where the conditions of residence
are such as to make the collection of such
a tax practically impossible. If the law is
valid, however, the Commissioners have no
option In the matter. and it becomes their
dnty to enforce it. whether it is agreeable
to their personal views or not. I therefore
ipprove the recommendation that the order
is=pe.

When Mr. Ross was seen by a reporter
for The Star and asked his opinion in the
matter he simply said:

“l have alwavs deemed it a duty to ex-
~ute the laws which are on the statute
bowaks, in accordance with the oath taken
by me in assuming office.™

Further than this Mr. Ross had nothing

tn say

20

The Assessor's Notlee.

In compliance with the order of the Com-
Mr. Darneille, the assessor, at
preparss] a notiee for publication. It
whil bw published six consecutive
secular days. bezinning June 15, and reads
1= follows:

“Natlee I her«by given that the Com-
missioners of the District of Columbia have
caused to be prepare] hlank schedules for

missioners,
e

wifieizliy

! ocally opposed to such a law In the Disirict
. for a great many reasons, and have taken
| necasion several times to so state in recom-

personal property subject to taxation, as
required by section 10 of the act of Con- |
zreas approved March 3, 1877, imposing 8.1
tax on personal property in the District of |
Columbia, and a copy of such schedule will
be dellvered to any citizen applylmg there-
for at this office, The law provides that
siid schedule shall be properly filled, sworn
to and returned to the assessor wilain
furty-five Jdays after this notice. This law
will be stricthy enforced. By order of the
Commissioners of the Distriet of Colum-
bia.”

The schesdules for the return of personal |
property  preparsd by the asseasor, and
whica will be issued from his office, state
the personal property tax to be $1.50 per
fl't). They provide that the schedules shall |
be returned to the assessor's office on or
before August 1. 1901, under a penaity of
an additonal charge of 30 per cent for any
delay bheyond that date. for the taxable
year ending June 30, 1!02, and payable at
the same time and same rate as real estate,
I ne schedule gives the st of property tax-
able in a statement tnat must be sworn to
by the individual taxpayer as follows:

The Schedule.
“Credits—Stocks, bonds and securities of
all kinds, including those pledged as col-
laterals owned or held by me, deeds of
trust, notes, money at Interest and other
debts due me on the lst day of June, 190,

mnore than I am indebted for or pay Interest
for.

“"Household chattels At a fair market
value, on the Ist day of June, 1901, over
and above the $500 exempt by law, Includ-
ing furniture, gold, sllver, plated and china
ware, Jewelry, watches, librarfes, planos,
musical Instruments, statuary, paintings,
agricultural and mechaunlc's tools, Imple-
ments and machinery, horses and other ant-
mials, carriages, wagons and other vehicles,
This value has not been offset or decreased
by any d«-bts due for the same.

“Other personal pruperty which has not
been enumerated In this schedule and which
= not, to my Kknowledge, especially ex-
vinpted by law

“Vessels or parts of vessels of every de-
scriptton, at home or abroad, with their
stores and appurtenances.

“Trust: Goods held in trust taxable un-
der the law of the DMstrict.

“Goods, wares and merchandise, or any
other stock in trade: Taken at the falr
average marketable value of the amount
held during the twelve months preceding
the 1st day of July, 1%0; when in business
mly a part of the year pro rata. The
vildue of gooxds, wares, merchandise or
stiwk In trade, has not been offset or de-
creased by any debts due for the same, or
by any Babilities whatever,

“Caplial stock of a corporation: All the
shares to be appralsed in bulk, at a falr
marketable value, on the 1st day of June,
o1, and deduct the assessed value of all

real estate owned by sald corporation.*

It s stated on the schedule that five
clansed of exemptlon exist under the law
as folluws

*The first
tate only

“Third claas—Property exempt from tax-
ition by Lhe Jaws of the United Htatea
viher than those for the government of tha
l'istriet of Columbia.

Fourth class—Goods, chattels and other
pessonal property owned by persons tem-
peovarily residing In the District of Colum-
bla, and which property s taxed elsewhere.

“Fifth class—Personal property not held
for sale to the value of $500.

Corporations. not exempted specifically
by Congress ure taxable on thelr capital
stock. Assessments thereon are by
the corporations, and not by the individual
stockholders ™

In his oplnion uphoiding the personal
tax law, the attorney for the District did
not go into any of the details, simply say-
ing that he belleved 1t to be enforceable.

Mr. Darmellle’'s Letter.
Darnelile’s communication, which
forth the opinlon and the conse-
gquent action by the Commissioners, was
submitted o them April 12, and In it he
sald

“Im the hearings before the committee
on appropriations of the House of Repre-
seftatives at the first session of the Fifty-
sixth Congress, and at the last session as
well, | was asked why I did not enforce the
personal teox law, to which [ replied that
the law was Inoperative from the fact that
the original board of assessors, whose duty
it was to levy an assessment on
property, had been abolished, and there
was no provision of law, I had been in-
formed, which authorized the assessor to
perform the duties prescribed for the
board of three assessors.

“When | assumed control of the office I
found that the personal tax Iaw had been
considered a dead letter for many years.
The reason therefor I believe to be as fol-
lows: Section 12 of the act of Congress
approved Mareh 3, 1877 (xix, 401), directed
the Commissioners of the Distriet of Co-
lumbia to "appoint three competent
Lo be assessors, who were to hold ce for
five years, unless sooner removed,” who
should. under the direction of the super-

nnd second—Relate to real es-

Alr.

called

. commander-in-chief and heads of depart-
| ments.

. tance, but was refused. He broke in the

intendent of assessments and taxes of the
District, assess all real and personal prop-
erty in said District llable to taxation, &c.

“On December 21, 1878, the board of Com-
missioners, which was then compesed of
Messrs. Phelps. Dent and Major Twining.
pursuant to authority vested in them by
the organie act of June 11, 1878, ‘to abeol-
ish any office, consolidate two or more of-
fices,” &c., passed the following order:
First, that two of the offices of assessor
be abolished; second, that the Yemaining
office of assessor be consolidated with of-
tice of treasurer and the office of superin-
tendent of assessments and taxes, under
the name of 'treasurer and assessor's of-
fice,” and later fixed the salary of the
treasurer and assessor at $3,000 per an-
num from January 1, 18T

“The gect of March 3, 1881, abolished af-
ter the h day of June, 1881, the office of
treasurer of the District, and orn July 1.
1851, the Commissioners passed an order
that the incumbent of the office of treas-
urer should continue to act as assessor.

Cannot Be Enforced.

“Now, from the above recital of facts, it
Is quite clear to my mind that the law re-
lating to person:dl taxes cannot be enforced,
for the reason that the Commissioners, by
their order of December 21, 1878, aboiishad
two of the board of assessors instead of
consolidating the three into one, as pro-
vided by the organic act, and then further
consolidating the latter with the other
offices, e¢reated the flaw of technicality,
whieh, in my opinion, renders the =aild law.
inoperative as to the assessor being the
successor of the board and authorized to
enforce the same; and 1 have the honer to
recommend that the opinion of the attorncy
be requested on the subject.

“Now, as to my position on a personal
tax law that could be enforced, about

which I have been misunderstood or mis-
quoted, [ desire to state that T am anequiv-

mendations made to the Commissioners. 1
helieve it would be just as equitable to levy
i poll tax on our cltizens as a persoaal tax,
Tfor Washington is a cosmopolitan city, a
larger portion of the population of which
consists of senators, representatives, states-
men, politiclans, army and navy offizers,
and a large army of officeholders. who ¢n-
jo¥ the same police. fire and other munilei-
pal protection as de our citizens, but who,
from the fact that they are from different
states and exercise the right to vote there-
in, could not be reached by a personal tax
law here. And, on the other hand, it kas
been argued that there ought to be a
stringent personal tax law on account of a
few rich people coming here and escaping
taxation elsewhere. On that point I wish
to say that it is better to et a few escape
than to pass a measure oppressive to the
large mass of the people, for I believe in
the principle of the greatest good to the
greatest number, and being satistied that a
stringent personal law would be an unjust
measure under the circumstances, I ean-
not but be against it. I am still of the opin-
fon, however, that stock in trade should be
taxed, for it Is not fair to license ona class
8; h’usinem enterprise and let another go
et

BRITISH

—_—— .

ARMY ORGANIZATION.

Dawkins CommIittee Makes Some Per-
tinent Hecommendations.
LONDON, June th—Simplification and de-
centralization are the keynotes of the re-
port issued today by the committee, under
the chairmanship of Clinton E. Dawkins,
appointed to inquire into the war office
crganization. The abolitlon is recommend-
2d of the present system of ruling the army
by minute and irritating regulations, both
military and financial. The committee con-
siders the war office onght to be relieved
by the decentralization of a mass of rou-
tine work now absorbing the energies of
the high officials and preventing proper at-

tention to important military questions.
Further decentralization should be se-
.cured by an enlargement of the powers and
responsibilities of the officers commanding
districts, and, finally, a permanent war
office board ought to be established, which,
under the authority of the seeretary of 1
state should econtrol the business of the
war office as a whole, without detracting
from the Individual responsibilities of the

TRAGEDY AT FLINT, MICH.

Mrs. Jemnie Parrish Shet to Death by
Lewis Weeks.

FLINT, Mich., -June 6.—Mrs. Jennic Par-
ish, a widew aged thirty-four, was shot
and almost instantly killed by Lewis Weeks
last night In her home here. Weeks ecame
to Mr=. Parish’s home and demanded ndmit-

door, and then (:1d Mrs. Parish he had
come to kill her, at the same time firing two
shots into her right side. Weeks escaped.
He has a wife and three children. Mrs.
Parish named Weeks as her slayer hefore
she died. Her daughter Carrie, aged twelve,
witnessed the shooting.
——— .

SECRETARY MORSE'S REPORT.

Special Work of the Y. M. C. A. in
Foreign Lands.

BOSTON, June 6.—The committee of ar-
rengement for the jublliée Y. M. C. A. con-
vention June 11 to 16 made publle today
the bilennial report of the International
committee, R. C. Morse, New York, sece-
retary. In substance it was as follows:

The work In the Philippines has pro-
duced excellent results, winnlng the con-
fidence and esteem of civil officers as well
as those of the army and navy.

In co-operation with the provineial com-
mittee of Ontarfo and Quebec three repre-
sentatives were sent with the detachments
of Canadian troops serving in South Africa.

At Cavite, P. [., the authoritles have
granted the use of a bullding, and this
has been fitted up by the committee, and
a very helpful work is being prosecuted.

In the last two years the number of rall-
rcad assoclations has Inereased from 137
to 16l. There are 648 student assoclations.

The work of the business department
committee has greatly enlarged, and the
number of donors has increased from 2,000
to 6,000,

Organizations now extend from the north-
ern border of Mexico to S8kagway and Cape
Nome, above the arctle eircle.

The colored men's department enters
upon its work in the new century with
eighty-one assoclations, sixty-two of which
are among students and twenty-one among
clties.

The statement of the treasurer shows
that the recelpts during the last fiscal
¥ear were $138,839 for home work; publl-
cation accounts were §311,037; forelgn work,
¥.3X. The number of men in the work
officially are 1,322

—_———
Minister Corea’s Vacatlon Trip.

The minister from Nicaragua, Mr. Corea,
will leave for London and Paris on the 25th
Instant. He was at the State Department
today and made known the purpose ef this
visit. It Is said to be entlirely a pleasure
irip. But as Lord Pauncefote has now left
for London, where he will take up with
Lord Lansdowne the negotiations relative
to a eanal treaty, Mr. Corea's presenee in
London will afford him the opportunity of
being close to the scene of developmen:s in
which Nicaragua is interested.

Personal Mentlon.

Dr. Herman Baar of New York is the
guest of his brother, Mr. Lewis Baar.

Mr. W. B. McKean s In the city for a
couple of days. He is now the manager of
the New Kenmore Hotel in Albany, N. Y.

Dr. Charles W. Brown has returned from
a trip to the Pacific coast.

Arthur H. DeRiemer has received an ap-
peintment in the pension office.

Construetor Cappa Gives Credit to the
Men.

The Navy Department has recelved a
letter from Naval Constructor Capps, whe
was recently given official commendation
for the successful removal of the large gun
of the Kearsarge from the turret of that
ship. Mr. Capps gives the credit for that
performance largely to the men, and saye:
“I bave the honor to thank the department
and the commandant for their appreciitive
letters in reference to this work, and in ac-
cepting these congratulatiens, beg to do so
not only persomally., but in behalf of the
employes of this department, wichout whose
earnest, Intelligent and skiliful eo-operaczion
such work would not be possible."

-

Another Trial for the Stockton.
The torpedo boat Stockton is to have an-

BIG DEAL IN MINES

Amalgamated Copper Company De-
cides to Make Purchases.

SPECIAL  MEETING HELD TODAY

Boston and Montana and Butte and
Meontana the Properties. |

SUIT TO RESTRAIN SALE

NEW YORK, June 6.—The Amalgamated
Copper Company held a special meeting in
Jersey City today to vote on the proposi-
tion to Increase the company's capital stock
from $75,000,000 to $155,000,000. Interest
had been added to the meeting by the in-
junction proceedings started yesterday by
the opponents of the Boston and Montana
Copper Co. to prevent the deal from going
through today.

Vice Chancellor Stevens issued an order
restraining the merger, but permitting the
holding of today's meeting in order that
the sentiment of the stockholders might be
obtained.

There were
of a total of
two-thirds required to

591,300 shares represented out
750,000 shares—more than the
indorse the pur-

- ehase proposition. Clarence H. Venner of

Boston, for the opposition, moved that all
proxies held by Messrs. Stillman, Flower,
Bason and Jordan be rejected as illegal.
This was voted down, and Counsel John A.
Garver, for the Amalgamated, then read a
report by a special committee, recommend-
ing the acquisition of the Boston and Mon-
tana and Butte mining companies.

Resolutions to dapprove the purchase of
the Boston and Montana and the Butte
and Boston companies were adopted, only
304 shares voting against them. Another
resolution makes the carrying of the plan
aubject to the approval of the chancery
court.

The purchase price mentioned In the res-
olutions is five and one-half shares of
Amalgamated stock for one share of Bos-
ton and Mentana stock and one and one-
third shares of Butte and Boston stock.
G. H. Venner opposed the adoption of the
resolutions.

The bill states that Kidder, Peabody &
Co. and the Bigelaws and_Ladd have en-
tered into an unlawful agreement to ac-
quire all the Montana stock and exchapge
it for Amalgamated stock, one to four.

The bill also alleged that the deal is con-
trary to public policy, forbidden by com-
mon and statute law; that the value of the
Boston and Montana stock will be dissi-
pated and forfeited to the state.

A temporary injunction, pending a hear-
ing and permanent injunction estopping the
combination, was asked for. Judge Knowl-
ton granted an order of notice returnable
June 11. The defendants. agree not to
transfer the Montana stock in their pos-
session to the Amalgamated until after the
hearing.

..._.._...‘._ﬂ—
THE AYRES TRAGEDY.

Ayres' Room Duplicated for Benefit of
Grand Jary.

A portion of the grand jury room at the
city hall was fittead up today to represent
as closely as possible the room occupied
at the Kenmore Hotel by James Seymour
Ayres, jr., at the time he met his death.
The bloody carpet was spread out, the
iron bedstead was in position and trunks
and other articles were also called into
service. Mr. M. R. Warfield, brother of
the proprietor of the Kenmore, was be-
fore the grand jury during the greater
portion of the session today. Up to a late
hour this afternoon no additional witnesses
had been summon2d to appear.

Mr. Thomas Francis, jr., assistant 1in-
spector of bulildings, was completing this
afternoon a large drawing showing the
pilan of the fourth floor of the Kenmore
Hotel, and giving in detail the positlon of
every article in Ayres’ room the morning
of the kildng, as well as the position of
the body when found. This drawing will
be used at the trial.

So far as the officials of the United States
attorney’'s office would admit there were
no developments today in the case.

Mrs. Bonine has been in jafl sixteen days.
During this time her health has visibly Im-
proved, and she has gained in welight, it is
sald, at the rate of half a pound a day.

Today she was called upon by a dentist to
look after her teeth, but she declined to
see him.

————

NEW STEAMER FOR MORGAN LINE.

El Valle Heaches New York From
Newport News.

NEW YORK, June 6.—The new [relght
steamer El Valle reached this port today
from Newport News. The El Valle is the
ninth vessel of the same type of 400-footers
that has been bullt since the Spanish war
by the Newpoift News Shipbuildinz and
Dry Dock Company, and under the direc-
tion of Horace See, for the Morgan line of
the Southern Pacific Rallway Company. She
was launched March 0 last. There are still
in eourse of construction El Dia, El Siglo
and El Alba. The El Valle 1s 406 feet long,
48 feet beam and 330 feet deep, with a
tonnage of 4,660 gross and 2,908 net. Like
the others of the line, she Is supplled with
eiectricity and fitted with the most im-
proved appliances for handling freight and
accommodations for the comfort of the offi-
eers and crew. She has two pole masts and
one smokestack. She is of steel.

—
WILL PLEAD INSANITY.

Outline of the Defense im the Ken-
medy Murder.

KANSAS CITY, June 6.—In the trial of
Lulu Price-Kennedy today, charged with
killing her husband, Philip Kennedy, con-
tracting agent of an eastern transportation
company. counsel outlined the plan of de-
fense. He charged Kennedy with having
ruined the defendant, and, after telling of
the wedding at the court house, declared
that the defendant, brooding over her il
treatment, developed a conditlon of hys-
tria bordering on insanity. Insanity, he
sald, was prevalent In the woman's family
and she partook thereof. The application
for divorce made by the husband precip-
itated the shooting, and it will be shown,
he declared, that the defendant's father
and brother took no part therein.

——
Candidates for Appelntment.

Fifty-nine men were examined by the
United States civil servica commission to-
day for appoinunent as privates in the
police department. 1t Iz understood there
are vacancies already awalting some of
the successful candidates when they shall
have been placed on the eligibla Iist. The
remainder, or as many as are neceasary,
will be placed on the rolls on the 1st of
July, In accordance with the law passed by
Congresa at the last sesalon for the in-
creasec of the force.

There will be forty additions to the force
at that time.

——— e

Loeal Pemsions Granted.
Pensions were granted tocday to citizens
of the District of Calumbia as follows: In-
creass, Wm. H. Fletcher, Soldiers’ Home,
$8. Original widows, Geeorglanna McEl-

fresh, $8& War with Spain, original, John
W. Dawson, Boldiers’ Home, $12.

——

New Fatent Office Elevator.

The contract for fustaling an elevator in
the west wing of the patent office build-
ing was today awarded to the Bilitharpe
Elevator Worka of Chicego. The

eontraet
price is $5,200, wnd the elevator is to be
in operation in three months.

Maryland and Virginia Postmasters.

8. F. Spedden was today appointed post-
msster at Hlills Point, Dorchester county,
Md., vice J. B. Seward, resigned

I. A Goodman was t a ted s
master at Burke's Garden, — 'r-mm munw-

ty, Va,, vice R. ¥. Goodman, dead,

Steamahip Arrival.
At New York—Deutschland, from Ham-

other trial trip next week.

burg. ; iy

MANILA MERCHANTS' FEARS

THE PORTO RICAN DECISION MAKES
Tlll!'- UNEASY.

They Think Révenues of the Islaads
Will Fall BeFow What is

Needed.
MANIL: June 6.—The fragmentary
news rec here of the Porto Rican de-

cisions ha# ¢hused apprehension that there
will b siehin deficit in the Philippine rev-
enues thdt Congress will need to make an
-appropriathen to meet it. Fears are also
expressed ms to the result of the applica-
tion of jury trials and other features of
the Constitwtion not suited to the condi-
thons of the Philippines.

Importers are preparing ciaims for a re-
funding of the duties paid.

Gen. Chaffee and his staff were conveyed
direct to ‘the Ma'acanan palace today,
where a private conference between Gens.
Chaffee and MacArthur took place. Gen.
Chaffee informed the correspondént of the
Associated Press that, while he was not
sure of fhe general capacity of orientals
for self-govermment, he favored the es-
tablishmient of civil centrol in the Philip-
pines at the egrliest practicable moment.
He was in full sympathy with the com-
mission’s plans for native education and
business advancement, because the United
States’ interesta and native Interests lle in
the same line. It seems certain that under
a plain division of ecivil and military au-
thority Judge Taft and Gen. Chaffee will
collaborate admirably.

Capt. logo and his ald have been
killed by Wray's command at Dousol, Al-
bay province.

Reilly’s Battery has salled for the United
States on board the transport Packling.

TO RELIEVE GEN. STERNBERG.

Col. W. H. Forwood Ordered to Re-
: port Here.

SAN FRANCISCO, June 6.—Col. Wm. H.
Forwood, assistant surgeon general of the
United States army and chief surgeon of
the department of California. who has been
ordered to report at Washington, will start
on Monday. He will assume the dutlea of
chief medical officer while Gen. Sternberg
ls making a tour of inspection of the Phil-
ippines.

I S
TO ABANDON DOUBLE TARIFF.

German States Make Conceasions to
Fonter Trade.

BERLIN, June 6.—As one of the results
of yesterday's tariff convocation, the cor-
respondent of the Associated Press learns
reliably that Prussia and a number of the
larger German states have abandoned the
idea of the so-called double tariff; that is
to say, maximal and minimal, which com-
mercial circles considered the maln obsta-
cle in concluding new and mutually satis-
factory commercial treaties.

————————
STEAMER ASSYRIAN ASHORE.

Leyland Liner Likely to Prove a Total
i Loss.

ST. JOHNS; N. F., June 6.—The Leyland
Line steamet Assyrian, from Antwerp for
Montreal, with 20 tons of cargo, went
ashore. off Cape Race at midnight. She had
eleven feet of water in her forehold, and is
likely to prave a total wreck. Her crew
had great dtfficulty In escaping and reach-
ing the shore. No further details are ob-
tainable at present. The steamer Algerine
Is belng dispatched to the scene of the
wreck by Lloyds agents.

: —_——————
SURGEON BOND A SUICIDE.

Threy’ Himself From Third Story of
A : a House.

LONDON, June 6.—Dr. Thomas Bond, a
well-known surgeon, committed suicide to-
day by theowing hiinself from a third-story
window of hie residenge.

He had begn suffering from melancholla
for some time. Dr. Bond; besldes being the
late Mr. Gladstone's surgeon, was noted In
connection with investigations and discov-
erles in the cases of several sensational
crimes, notably the Lefroy, Lamson and
Camp murders. '

——————
AWFUL WORK OF CRAZY BOY.

Kills Sister and Hrother and Finally
Shoots Himself,

TOLEDO, Ohlo, June 8.—Leroy Grove,
the sixteen-year-old son of a prosperous
farmer living near Napoleon, stabbed his
sister, aged twenty-four, to the heart, kill-
ing her instantly. He then strangled his
thirteen-year-old brother, and, firing the

barn, ran In and shot himself through
the temple.

The tragedy occurred just after midnight.
His charred body was recovered this morn-
ing. It 13 supposed he was Insane, made
80 by reading novels of the Jesse James
stripe.

—_—————
G. W. BENTLEY KILLS HIMSELF.

Well-EKnown Rallroad Man Died eon
Daughter’s Grave.

NORWICH, Conn., June 6.—George W.
Bentley of New York city, well known In
raliroad circles, shot himself last night
over the grave of his daughter in the eity
cemetery here. His body was found this
morning. -It is supposed that I~ came to
this city last eveulng and went directly to
the cemetery. He was a native of Nor-
wich.

For six years Mr. Bentley was superin-
tendent of the New London and Northern
rallroad, a part of the Central Vermont
aystem, with headquarters in New Lon-
don, and alfterward was superintendent of
the Tampa Bay and Key West railroad in
Florida. Of late he has been engaged In
the raliroad supplies business in New York.
He was seventy-five years old.

—_——————
BALLOONS FOR E. B. BALDWIN.

To Be Used in His Explorations in the
Aretice.

QUINCY, Ill., June 6.—Evelyn B. Bald-
win, arctic explorer, was here to confer
with his cousins, Bamuel and Thomas Bald-
win, aeronauts, who have been making a
number of balloons for the explorer. The
test of a large hydron-gas balloon was to
"have been made here yesterday, but was
prevented by & heavy rain and hallstorm.
About forty emall balloons already have
been shipped to Tromsce, Norway, to be

used gp tlon 1| met
lul'icagp' ntrln‘;‘ mmc oboen urvk::i‘bns. uﬁﬁ

plorer goea from here to visit rela-
tives il sou rn Kansas. He will sail
from York Wedneaday, June 12, and

will m hig ﬂlfn‘Aineﬂm at Dundee.
PONMrMASTER AT ROCKVILLE.
A.ppolqtnegt of

Jamen P, B, Veirs An-

L Mmomneed.

The President this afternmcon appointed
James P. Ha Velrs postmaster at Rock-
ville; Md. . 50

The. gommigsion will be forwarded to the
appol m?h,? evening. Mr. Veirs was In-
dorsed” for the office of postmaster by
Hepredentallve Pearre of the sixth con-

district of Marylaed. -

pers i

ment ypf the fourth assistant postmaster

gneu}. were transmitted to the President
turday lest.

Nevel Entertaimment Free.

A novel concert is to be given at the Co-
Iumbia Theater at 4:15 o’clock tomorrow
afternoon,-to which the public has been
invited free of cost. Six large Monarch
gramophoses will be -operated simulta-
neously, comstituting the “multiphone.” A
pieasing program of the best music has
been selected,

to the tone Yuality of m‘i”&é’&'&én
s ] ]
dict most pleasing results, o

Will Filed for Probate.
The will of Rev. Dr. Bamuel Domer, dated
July 1, 1508, was flled today for probate.

L. Domer, who.is named executrix without
bond.

By the terms of tho will of Wiiilam
Brown, dated 17, 1897, and placed
on record this afternoon, his estats left

td his wife, Rachel Brown, for life.

The entire estaté !s left to his wife, Lydla

WOMEN KIDNAPERS

Attempt to Steal Two Children of
Arthur Van Sicklen,

LAWYER, OF WHITESIONE, L I

Only Prevented by the Approach of
a Neighbor.

TOOK TRAIN FOR NEW YORK

NEW YORK, June 6.—Arthur Van Sick-
len, a lawyer and president of the Com-
mercial Mutual Life Insurance Company
of America, whose office is in Jersey City,
and who resides in Whitestone, L. 1., called
at the police station in Whitestone to-
day and reported that an attempt had been
made to steal his two children yesterday
afternoon. The children are George W.
Van Sicklen, second, six years old, and Ed-
ward Van Sicklen, a little over one year
old.

Mr. Van Sicklen said that his children
were playing in front of his regidence yes-
terday afternoon, when they were ap-
proached by two well-dressed women who
offered them candy
they would not like to accompany them to
New York. The children became frighten-
ed and began to ery. Just then a man ap-

proached and the women went hastily
down a side street and hurried to the raii-
road station, where they caught a train
for New York. Persons who were around
the depot at the time and who noticed the
“IrOl?len say they appeared to be greatly ex-
clted.

ACCIDENT TO THE OCEANIC.

Liner Puts Haeck teo Liverpool With
= Damaged Propeller.

LIVERPOOL, June 6.—The White Star
Line steamer Oeceanic, which sailed from
Liverpool for New York, via Queenstown,
yesterday, returned here today, having
damaged one of her propellers. The dam-
age was repaired, and the steamer sailed
again at 10 a.m.

QUEENSTOWN, June 6.—About 250 pas-
sengers and 500 sacks of mall are awaiting
the arrival here of the White Star line
steamer Oceanic, which had to put back to
Liverpool after sailing yesterday owing to
& damaged propeller.

———————
LUTHERANS FINISHING UP.

Work of the Synod at Des Moines
Nearly Over.

DES MOINES, Iowa. June 6.—This was
the closing day of the forty-third generad
synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church.
Many reports were read, including that of
the deaconness board, the Sunday school
board, common service and temperance
committees. Rev. E. J. Wolfe of Gettys-
burg, Pa., submilted a revised report on
the condition of the church, which was im-
mediately adopted in place of the first re-
port, which aroused a storm of protests
from the delegates earlier in the week.

Discussion of the proposed abandonment
of missionary work in Africa and the de-
vition of the African fund to work among

the negroes of this country continued. Con-
siderable opposition developed in spite of
the eommittee’s report to the effect that
the only evidence of many years' work In
Africa was a coffee field and a cemetery.

—_——————————
F. S. JONES' BODY FOUND.

He Was Drowned Two Years Ago in
Rivannoa River.
Special Dispatch to The Evening Star.
RICHMOND, Va., June 6.—The high wa-
ters of the Rivanna river have cast up the
long-lost body of F. 8. Jones, who was
drowned two years ago near Shadwell. He
set out to visit Dr. G. S. Wise at Edge HillL
The colored driver refused to try the

Into the water with the whip.

Horse and man were both swept away.
No trace of the body was found until to-
day. It was identified by his scarf pin and
other jewelry. He was a fluent linguist,
speaking many languages, and long held

a post a.%vinterpreter in the State Depart-
ment in ashington.

Mr. Jones was also at one time an at-
tache of the American legation in Buenos
Ayres. He came frcm New Orleans origi-
nally.

——
BRITISH GAIN A VICTORY.

Col. Wilson Severely Defeats Part of
Beyer's Command.

PRETORIA, Wednesday, June 5.—Colonel
Wilson, with 240 of Kitchener’'s scouts, sur-
prised and routed #X) Boers belonging to
Beyer's command, thirty-four miles west
of Warm Baths. The Boers resisted stub-
bornly, but, finally, broke and fled, leaving
thirty-seven dead, 2 hundred prisoners and
all thelr wagons and supplies, Including
8,000 cattle, In the hands of the British.
The loss of the latter was three men killed

and fifteen wounded.

Beyer's maln command arrived on the
scene soon after the engagement, but falled
in an attempt to recapture the supplies.
Beyer was thus left, practically without
any transport or supplies.

—ptia—————
COLD WAVE IN NORTHWEST.

Killing Frosts at Points in Idaho and
Oregon.

BOISE, Idaho, June 6.—This vicinity was
visited by a severe frost, the like of which
has not been known at this season for fif-
teen years. The government weather bu-
reau at Bolse reports a temperature of 30,
whiie places throughout the wvalley report
temperatures as low as 26 degrees. Fruit
is damaged serlously, though the extent of
the loss cannot yet be detezsmined. In the
Grand Ronde valley In Oregon there was
SNow.

BAKER CITY, Ore., June 8.—The coldest
June weather for a period of twenty years
has been recorded In Baker City. The

mercury fell 6 degrees below the fr
point. Ice over an inch thick was formed
in pools of water on the streets. All fruit,
such as cherries, apples, pears and prunes
and plums were killed and vegetables were
destroyed. So far as known growing grain
was not seriously injured. i
— g

ACTOR ATTEMPTS SUICIDE.

Horaee Pell Shoots Himself in Cleve-
land Hotel.

CLEVELAND, Ohio, June 6.—Horace
Pell, 2 member of the stockcompany which
is playing at the Euclid Avenue Opera
House, attempted suicide by shooting him-
self In the right side in his room at the
Wyandotte early today. The bullet went
clear through his body and embedded itself
in the opposite wall. Very little hope is en-
tertained for his recovery.

"Pell Is twenty-elght years old. His
mother is said to live at 543 Bth avenue,
New York. The young man has for some

is supposed to have led to the attempt to
e\onu:lt sulcide. The physiclanas say Pell's
condition is critical.

and asked them if

stream, and Mr. Jones forced the horse 1

FOUND DEAD IN HER BED

STARTLING DISCOVERY MADE THIS
MORNING BY GEORGE WAGNER.

His Wife Passed Away While He Was
Asleep—An Investigation
Ordered.

Mra. Matilda Wagner, sixty-one years old,
who has conducted a hairdressing estab-
lishment at 152G 14th street northwest for
a number of years, was found dead in bed
at her home, No. 1411 Pierce place north-
west, about 3 o'clock this morning. Her
husband, George Wagner, who is a chiropo-
dist at the 14th street place of business,
found his wife's body. Later in the morn-
ing he informed tne police of her sudden
death and the coroner was summoned. Dr.
Nevitt viewed the body and expressed the
belief that death was due to natural causes,
but in order to determine the exact cause
he directed that an autopsy be performed.

Before her death Mrs. Wagner was asked
by her husband what she had eaten and
her response was “white powder.” When
Mr. Wagner gave this information to the
police and coroner the officers deemed an
investigation necessary. A box containing
a white powder found in the house was
turned over to the police. Detectives Peck
and McNamee were asslgned to the case
and they visited the house, where Mr. Wag-
ner explained to them the circumstances of
his wife's illness. He said he went out for
a walk last night when his wife started to
take a bath and when he returned home he
found her suffering from an attack of
cramps. She had been similarly afflicted
before and applications of mustard, both
internally and externally, had relieved her.

When Mrs. Wagner said she did not want
a physician, Mr. Wagner went to their
place of business, where they also took
their meals, to get some mustard. Not
finding any there, he returned and gave
his wife the whites of several eggs and
some milk. It was then about 11 o'clock,
and an hour later Mr. Wagner found his
wife asleep and apparently well. He then
retired for the night, and about 3 o'clock
in the morning he went to her room to in-
quire if anything were needed. Her fore-
head was cold and the husband realized
that the worst had happened. He knew
his wife, who had been his companion for
thirty-three years, was beyond the point
where a physician could be of service.
He then left the house and sent a telegram
to his daughter and son-in-law in Balti-
more.

The son-in-law, Mr. George I. Kroeger,
and his wife came over on an early train.
Last FrMay they were here to attend the
thirty-third anniversary of the wedding of
the old people, not expecting they would
have to return so soon on such a sad er-
rand.

Captain Boardman had a photograph
taken of the room and body before any-
thing was disturbed. Deputy Coroner
Glazebrook was out of the city today and
the autopsy will be performed by Dr.
Fisher, who was formerly connected with
the Children's Hospital. The result of the
autopsy will not be known until late this

afternoon.
——

Scheduled for Comnsideration Monday.

The motion of Lewis Francis Mortimer,
indicted for the larceny of valuable jew-
elry from Mrs. Olivia C. Starring, that $192
taken from him by the police officials when
he was placed under arrest be returned to
him will be considered by Justice Bar-
nard in Criminal Court No. 1 tomorrow.
At the same time Mortimer will be ar-
raigned. His trial is set for Monday next.

—_—

To Answer an Indictment.

Ray T. Gordon wag placed under arrest
at 1220 H street this afternoon by Detec-
tives Muller and Baur and surrendered to
the United States marshal to answer an in-
dictment, alleging forgery, that has been
reported against him. The indictment sets
forth that the defendant, October 20, 1807,
forged the name of James M. Willlams, U.
S. A., as an indorsement on a promissory
note for $35. Accompanied by a deputy
marshal the defendant at a late hour
started in quest of a bondsman.

——een.
Asks That Bollers Be Inspected.

The Distriet Commissioners have recelved
a communication from W. H. Stoutenburgh,
Intendent of the Washington Asylum, re-
questing that the inspector of bollers be
instructed to inspect the bollers In use In
the Institution as early as convenient, in
order that necessary repalra, etc., may be
Included In the estimates for the next fiseal
year.

P ———.
Germans Vietims of Cannibals.
BERLIN, June 8.—The Tageblatt prints
speclal correspondence from New Guinea
containing a full account of the massacre
of the members of the first German
sea expedition on the cannibal isiands
St. Matthias. They were all killed and
eaten, save a Doctor H

———
“Qinter Lucy” Wins at Epsom.
LONDON, June 8.—The Sister Lucy filly
(Martin) won the Riddlesdown plate at the
Epsom summer meet today. Col. H. Me-
Calmont's Isle of Man (Maher) was second,
and Boy of Egremond, owned by BE. C.
Clayton, finished third.
—_——
Secretary White Gives a Luncheon.
LONDON, June 6.—Henry White, secre-
tary of the United States embassy, gave a
luncheon today in honor of Morris K. Jes-
up, Cornelius N. Bliss and other of the del-
egates of the New York chamber of com-
merce. The guests included Maltre La-
borl. A. J. Balfour, Ambassador Choate
and Mr. Brodrick, the war secretary.
e
To Foster Trade With Germany.
NEW YORK, June 6.—Among the passen-
gers who salled today on the Fuerst Bis-
marck was Mr. Joseph Brucker of the Chi-
cago, Ill., Staats Zeltung, who goes to Ber-
lin to establish there a weekly trade
journal, which will be devoted exclusively

to the promotion of American German
commercial relations.

Loeal Government for Cavite.

MANILA, June 5.—Commissioners Taft,
Wright and Ide are st Cavite today estab-
lishing a provincial government. They
were formally welcomed by Col. Goodrell
and the local d taries, in the town hall.
Judg‘e Taft spoke, outlining the commis-
sion’s provine plans.

Senstor l!..l-nv-.'cololel Now.

mander-in-chlef of the Grand Army of the
Republie.

tor Hanna was recently mustered
into the G. A. R. as a member of Memorial
Post in this city.
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FINANCE AND TRADE

Stocks Were Dull and Standard
Shares Neglected.

BUYING OF

WISCONSIN  CENTRAL

————

St. Paul Corner Has Now Reached
Danger Point. ¢

GENERAL MAREKET REPORTS

Bpecial MMapatch to The Evening Star.

NEW YORK, June 8.—Today's stock
market was inclined to react slightly under
a decreased volume of business. in which
the professional element figured conspie-
uously. London sent over very little bus-
Iness, the reduction in the Bank of Eng-
land's minimum rate of discount having
been too generally expected to be made a
factor. The reduction fn the rate 8 a
hopeful sign nevertheless, and adds to the
general fund of encouraging developments.

The trading ran into the specialtics for
the most part, while the standard shates
were neglected. Ontario and Western was
especially strong on the rumor that the
foreign holdings had been bought by local
houses, presumably in the Interest of New
York Central. Several large blocks have
been sought at private sale, and something
seems to be In progress. The coal stocks
are looked upon as almost certain leaders
after Mr. Morgan's return, recent activijty
in Brie being credited to interesis w
hu\*f had advance notice of such intention.

Wisconsin Central was again strong, both
the common and preferred stocks being
taken.in round amounts. Rumors of buy-
ing for control were numerous but vague.
Great Northern was sald to have eXpressed
a desire for ownership at one time, but It
Is not certain that the property is needed
now that the Burlington transaction has
taken place. ’

At the meeting of Southern Pacific di-
rectors there was nothing but routine busi-
ness transacted, the subject of a dividend
not being considered.

Amalgamated copper was erratic, as the
result of the conflicting rumors relative to
the success of the plan to absorb rival con-
cerns. Late in the day the chances seemed
to favor the carrying out of the original
scheme.

Loulsville and Nashville was strong In
the face of a dull and uninteresting mar-
ket in the general list, and an attempt was
made to revive the stories of a consolida-
tion. Nothing definite could ba had on this
point, but the buying was rather confident
by interests supposed to be close to the
management.

The Rock Island corner is not believed to
have run into dangerous limis. The pro-
posed issue of new mocks to present stofk- *
holders is regarded as sufficient explana-
tion for the advance. It is safe to say
that the speculative element which has
bought into this property will not be per-
mitted to overthrow the stability of the
main situation by trying to duplicate, even
in a small way, the evils of the Northern
Pacific episode,

Tobacco stocks were not pressed to the
front quite so much as usual and some
tendency to realize was noticeable. The
new concern is progressing satisfactorily
and may be made the basis for a movement
later on. Denver issues are strong in spite
of the denlal of the Missouri Pacific story,
but there was less snap to the inquiry after
the repudiation of that interesting rumor.

Pennsylvania railroad was well bought,
and would have undoubtedly been made a
feature had the general market been more
active. Dullness was more pronounced dur-
ing the final hour, and all the business of
that period was confined to the room ele-
ment. Incentive to new business is lack-
ing.

— e e

FINANCIAL AND COMMERCIAL.

New York Steck Market.
Furnished by W. B. Hibbs & Co., bankers
end brokers, 1419 F st., members New York
stock exchange, eorr:apondenu Messrs. La-

denburg. Co.. Néw York.
Open. Igh. Low. Closs, *

Amalgamated Copper.. 1208 121 11 "y
Amer Car & Fotmgg',,. 32 s 2?‘ B‘Ki
Am, Car & Foundry,pfd. 85 851 L]
American Sugar.. ... 146 14675 1454
Amencan Tobacco. ... 188l 141 189
Atchison,............ S “ 00 R L. 354
Atchison. pfd........ e JOMME TOMTE 1057 1M
Baitimore & Obion...... 107 = 107 = 1061y 1085
Baltimore &« Ohio, pfd... oo i mveire  ceveen
BrookivnRapid Transit. 80 81 R0'g
Chesapeake & Ohlo. ... 51 Bl 50 13}
CRIORER B B Mo i il et ot
S and e Famt T 1728, 168% :

.M. and St. . e 17285
Cnicago. R. [ & Pacific. 172 178 lg% llgl‘
Chic.& G. Western....... 23 - ] =24
Col. Fuel and Iron......... 4 102 1
Consolidated tas... 24 10
Con. Tobacco........ T 6 ey
Con. Tobaeco, pfd... ity 1207¢ 1164 120
Delaware 4 Hudson.. 67 168 1 167

B ey 4874 18y 4
Ene, Istey...coom-...... e T 04
GeneraliElectric........ 2iBbly 247 245 24biy
Ilinois Central............ 145% 1454 144 146
Louisville & Nashveille... 107% 109%g 107% 108
Metropolitan Tragtion.. 172% 133 171i 193¢
Manhattan flevated.... 120 129 (18 118
Missouri Pacific ... 114% 116% 114 10
M K.&T., pf........... 64 65 681
New Jersey Central...... 160% 160% 160 160
New York Central....... 1 1 157% 1
N Y. Ontario s Western.. 87ly  soly u7l0~
Northemn Pactfie......... wupee v wies -
Morthern Pacific, pfd.... 88 oRg 8
Faciing Mall.............. 48 4% 4%
Pennsyiviaie R. R 152 1584 1a4i%, 162
Peopie’s Gas. ............... 11684 11 Hé 118
gzum a h{f&d}inz.llt o Wh 7 7

uUthern Pacific... ... 6l 685 W
southern Railway._... . Sty 35 H-l"‘ 4
Southern Rallwar. ofd. g &8s BiAL ¥
Texasjlacitie.... ... 19 46l
Tenu. Coal and Iron....... 80 e g
Union Pacific................. 12 1123 100k, 3
Uwmon Pacific. pfd...... 9075 0% 901,
U.S Leather ........... ML i8Sy M 14
U K. Leather, pfd. THE 9w TRy 9%
U.S.Rubber ........ i S i
U.8, Steel.._....... Al ally 50 5l
U 8.Steel.ofd... 99 998y WRig
Wabash pfd............ . 48% a4 48
Western Union Tel........ ™ oty  esly  omy

—_——— e ——
Washington Stoek Exchange.

Saleg— r call, 12 o'clock m.—1U, 8 coupon
gm at Caplital Traction, 20 at wn%
ashington Gas, 4 at 3 1 At G0, 6 at 0%,
at pe, 8 at 171, 10 at
170%, 10 at 1 10 at 170%, at 1Toky. Lafe
ston \loantrpe 100 at 14, 100 gt 14 1-18 (buyer 90,

an com., 50 at 100 at D§
100 at 10. After call-Mergenthaler Lino
1_}01“. 15 :t 170%, 10 at 170%, 5 at l?lw. 6 at
at
u?htrld of umbls Bonds.—3.60e, 16024, 1234
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